QUESTIONS

What can cause spurious gross hyperkalemia? 2. What is the most likely type of preanalytical error involved in this case?
The answers are below.
ANSWERS
When the sample was reanalyzed by direct ion selective electrode (ISE) method, potassium was 20.3 mmol/L and calcium was below the lower limit of quantification.
Hyperkalemia can be seen with hemolysis, leukocytosis, fist clenching during venipuncture, or analytical errors (1, 2 ) . In these situations, hyperkalemia of this magnitude would not be expected, and calcium should be normal.
In our case, a medical student drew the sample into a K 2 EDTA tube and, after realizing his mistake, decanted the sample into a serum separator tube. To prevent EDTA contamination, tubes should be drawn in recommended order and should not be transferred into other tubes (3 ). What Is Your Guess?
